Blacksmith – shapes iron into parts for weapons
Key aspects of a colonial blacksmith's life:
· Essential Trade:
Blacksmiths were crucial to colonial life, providing the metal tools and implements needed for daily living, agriculture, and even defense. 
· Broad Skillset:
They crafted a wide range of items, including cooking utensils, tools for farming and carpentry, horseshoes, nails, and hardware for buildings. 
· Apprenticeship:
Aspiring blacksmiths would typically begin as young apprentices, learning the trade through observation and assisting with basic tasks before progressing to more complex work. 
· Daily Routine:
Blacksmiths often started their day early, working while the forge was at its hottest, and continued throughout the day, repairing and creating items as needed. 
· "Strike While the Iron is Hot":
This common phrase originated from the blacksmith's need to work with heated iron, emphasizing the importance of timing in their craft. 
[bookmark: _fu0ztfyxm41f]Blacksmith  Tools
· Hammer -various types
· Anvil – The central tool for shaping metal.
· Tongs – Used to hold hot metal; came in many shapes and sizes.
· Punches & Drifts – Used to make and shape holes in hot metal.
· Forge – A hearth used for heating metal, fueled by charcoal or coal.
· Bellows – Pumped air into the forge to increase the heat.
· Crucible – Used for melting small amounts of metal.
· Fire Tools – Rakes, pokers, and shovels for maintaining the forge fire.

Gunsmith – assembles and repairs muskets

A colonial gunsmith was a skilled craftsman who specialized in making and repairing firearms, particularly rifles, during the 18th century. They played a vital role in colonial society, providing essential tools for hunting, defense, and frontier life. 
Key aspects of a colonial gunsmith's work:
· Making firearms:
Gunsmiths crafted various firearms, including muskets and rifles, often custom-fitting them to individual customers. 
· Repairing firearms:
Repairing imported firearms was a significant part of their work, as they were often more affordable than producing new ones. 
· Specialization:
While some gunsmiths specialized in specific types of firearms, others had broader skills encompassing blacksmithing and other mechanical tasks. 
· Importance of apprenticeship:
Gunsmithing was a learned trade, typically acquired through a lengthy apprenticeship. 
· Tools:
· Files and Rasps: Essential for shaping and smoothing metal and wood parts to ensure proper fit. 
· Hammers and Mallets: For striking and shaping metal pieces. 
· Chisels and Gouges: Used to carve and shape wood for the gun stocks. 
· Drills: For creating and smoothing the internal surfaces of the 
· Taps and Dies: Used for creating threads on parts and screws. 
· Lathe: A machine tool used for turning and shaping metal, particularly for barrel making. 
· Forge: A blacksmith's forge for heating and shaping metal parts.
· 
Cooper – makes barrels for storing gunpowder, food, etc.
A cooper is a craftsman who produces wooden casks, barrels, vats, buckets, tubs, troughs, and other similar containers from timber staves (wood pieces) that were usually heated or steamed to make them bendable. In colonial times, a cooper was a skilled craftsman who made and repaired wooden containers like barrels, buckets, and casks. These containers were essential for storing and transporting goods, both wet and dry, including food, liquids, and even tobacco. Coopers were vital to colonial trade and daily life, as barrels were the equivalent of modern luggage, crates, and boxes. 
· Making Containers:
· Coopers used specialized tools and techniques to shape wooden staves (vertical pieces) and hoops (metal or wood bands) into watertight containers. 
· Variety of Containers:
· They crafted various sizes and types of containers, from small buckets for everyday use to large hogsheads for shipping tobacco. 
· Essential for Trade:
· Coopers' work was crucial for the fishing, farming, whaling, and merchant industries, which relied on barrels for storage and shipping. 
· "Tight" vs. "Slack" Coopering:
· Coopers sometimes specialized in "tight" coopering for liquids or "slack" coopering for dry goods. 
· 
· 
· 
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· Tools:
· Axes, Froes, and Mallets: A heavy ax was used to rough-cut wood into staves (the planks that form the barrel's side), while a froe (a splitting tool) and a mallet were used to split the wood along its grain into thinner pieces. 
· Drawknife and Shaving Horse: The drawknife was a critical tool, pulled by the cooper to shave and refine the staves into the desired curved shape, often using a shaving horse (a type of foot-operated workbench) to hold the wood steady. 
· Heading Knives and Backing Knives: These specialized knives were used to create the angles on the edges of the staves so they would fit tightly together, and to prepare the staves to receive the barrel heads. 
· Hammers and Hoop Drivers: Once the staves were assembled, a cooper used a hoop driver to force the wooden or metal hoops down the sides of the barrel, tightening the entire structure. 















Wheelwright – builds and repairs wagon wheels
[bookmark: _8psz35a9rz4z]What Did a Wheelwright Do?
· Built more than just wheels — constructed entire vehicles:

· Carriages for the wealthy, Farm wagons, Ox carts, Cannons

[bookmark: _cosoxwik510i] Tools of the Trade
Wheelwrights used many tools, some shared with carpenters or coopers but adapted for their unique needs.
· Compass – Checked that the wheel was perfectly round

· Planes – Smoothed wooden surfaces (like modern sandpaper)

· Spokeshave – Shaped and thinned wood by shaving fine layers

· Saws – Cut wood to size

· Cast Iron “Traveler”

· Rolled around the wheel to measure the iron rim accurately

· C-Clamps

· Held wooden parts steady while working with both hands

· Great Wheel

· Large, man-powered wheel

· Used to rotate hubs during wheel assembly

· Often the most prominent feature in the shop

Fun Fact: Every wheel was custom-crafted — no two wheels were exactly alike!
Foundry Worker – casts cannonballs and other metal parts
A colonial foundry worker would have been involved in the process of casting metal objects by melting metal in a furnace and pouring it into molds. They would have worked in a foundry, which is a workshop where metal is shaped by melting and pouring. This differs from other metalworking where hammering is used. 
Key aspects of a colonial foundry worker's role:
· Melting and pouring metal:
The primary task was to melt metal (like brass or bronze) at high temperatures and pour it into prepared molds. 
· Mold Making:
Workers would create molds, often from sand, to shape the molten metal into the desired forms. 
· Pattern Making:
They would also create patterns, which were used to form the molds. 
· Safety precautions:
Given the high temperatures and potential hazards, workers would need to wear protective gear like leather aprons, gloves, and gaiters. 
· Collaboration:
Foundry work often involved teamwork, with workers taking turns on tasks like operating the bellows. 
Tools:
· Forge: A charcoal-fired hearth used to heat and melt metal.
· Bellows: Provided a continuous air blast to the forge to intensify the heat, often operated manually or by foot.
· Crucible: A heat-resistant clay pot used to hold the metal while it was being melted.
· Tongs: Used to handle hot metal, crucibles, and other items within the forge.
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· Shovel, rake, poker: Used to manage the charcoal fire in the forge.
· Water trough/container: Used for cooling tools and damping down the fire. 
· Ladles: Bucket-shaped containers used to transport and pour molten metal into the molds.











Tinsmith- creates household items from metal
A tinsmith is a skilled craftsperson who makes and repairs objects from sheet metal, such as tin or tinplate, and also works with other light metals like zinc or aluminum. They use tools like shears, snips, anvils, and hammers to cut, shape, and solder metal into household items, kitchenware, and other wares, historically playing a vital role in communities by providing essential goods before mass production became widespread. 
Unlike blacksmiths (who work mostly with hot metals), tinsmiths do the majority of their work on cold metal (although they might use a hearth to heat and help shape their raw materials)
What a Tinsmith Does:
· Works with Sheet Metal:
Tinsmiths primarily worked with sheet metal, historically including tinplate, but also other metals like aluminum, steel, and zinc. 
· Makes and Repairs Tinware:
They created a variety of items from sheet metal, known as tinware, such as pans, pots, canteens, lanterns 
· Uses Specialized Tools:
The trade required various tools:
· Big shears
· Hand snips and nippers
· Anvils (also called stakes)
· Hammers
· Soldering Iron (to  join metal pieces together using solder, which required heating tools in a fire pot or furnace?
